LEAD MEMBER FOR ECONOMY
DECISIONS made by the Lead Member for Economy, Councillor Rupert Simmons, on 16
November 2020 at County Hall, Lewes
++ The Lead Member was not present in person, but took the decisions remotely ++
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DECISIONS MADE BY THE LEAD CABINET MEMBER ON 14 SEPTEMBER 2020

4.1
The Lead Member approved as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on 14
September 2020.
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REPORTS

5.1

Reports referred to in the minutes below are contained in the minute book.
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REVIEW OF EAST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL GROWTH HUB PROVISION

6.1
The Lead Member considered a report by the Director of Communities, Economy and
Transport.
DECISIONS
6.2
The Lead Member RESOLVED to (1) note the integration of Growth Hub services into
East Sussex County Council since April 2020 and the key role it has, both in the business
support landscape and the delivery of the Economy Recovery Plan (East Sussex Reset);
(2)
agree the continuing delivery of Growth Hub services by East Sussex County Council
(subject to availability of funding) in order to maintain momentum and optimum flexibility to meet
the increasing and changing needs; and
(3)
note that funding is still subject to yearly availability from Government, and that reviews
are taking place into the future shape and direction of Growth Hubs.
Reasons
6.3
The Growth Hub has continued to deliver services seamlessly and develop these further
following its transfer to the Economic Development Team at the start of the pandemic. It has
forged new and effective linkages both internally and externally. Growth Hubs will remain
central to efforts to support economic recovery and it is likely that they will be subject to
increasing and changing demands as needs also change. It is therefore imperative that a
flexible Growth Hub delivery model is maintained so that it can adapt to rapidly changing
circumstances.
6.4
Further to Minute 6.2(3) above, a report will be brought back to Lead Member should
either funding cease or reviews mean that decisions need to be taken about the future of the
Growth Hub.

