
 

 

 

 

LEAD MEMBER FOR RESOURCES AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

DECISIONS made by the Lead Member for Resources and Climate Change, Councillor Nick 
Bennett, on 3 June 2025 at Committee Room, County Hall, Lewes  

 

 

Councillors Galley and Geary spoke on item 4 (see minute 5) 

 

1. DECISIONS MADE BY THE LEAD CABINET MEMBER ON 22 APRIL 2025  

 

1.1 The Lead Member approved as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on 22 
April 2025. 

 

2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS  

 

2.1 There were none. 

 

3. URGENT ITEMS  

 

3.1 There were none. 

 

4. REPORTS  

 

4.1 Reports referred to in the minutes below are contained in the minute book. 

 

5. PETITION - DIVEST FROM ISRAEL AND STOP SUPPORT FOR GENOCIDE  

 

5.1 The Lead Member considered a report by the Chief Finance Officer and Chief Operating 
Officer. 



 

 

 

 

 
5.2 Mr Laurence Holden, a representative of the petitioners spoke to highlight the ongoing 
concerns of the Hastings and District Palestine Solidarity Campaign through submission of 
questions and petitions to East Sussex County Council over a number of years and the 
statements and motions passed by other councils nationally to support divestment from arms 
companies supplying Israel with weapons and military technology. 
 
DECISIONS 
 
5.3 The Lead Member RESOLVED to advise petitioners: 
 
(1) that the East Sussex Pension Fund has an agreed position regarding investments as 
detailed in Appendix 1 of the report; and 
 
(2) to note the limitations on the Council in respect of procurement and termination of contracts 
as set out in paragraphs 2.8 to 2.12 of the report. 
 
REASONS 
 
5.4 The Council has considered the petitioners’ requests “to divest the Local Government 
Pension Scheme and end procurement contracts, with companies enabling Israel’s grave 
violations of Palestinian rights” together with the fiduciary duty upon Fund managers, the Fund’s 
investment strategy and relevant legal requirements in relation to contracts and procurement to 
formulate a response which set out in the report. 

 

 


