NOTICE OF MOTION

NOTICE OF MOTION — MOTION PROPOSING A DELAY IN
THE MAYOR ELECTION TO 2027

MOTION WORDING

The following Notice of Motion has been submitted by Councillor Taylor, and seconded by
Councillor Denis.

The Westminster Government has announced its intention to return to the Supplementary Vote
(SV) system for mayoral elections, which compared to First Past The Post (FPTP) better
reflects the preferences and values of residents particularly when electing a single powerful
figure across a large constituency. The government has announced that mayoral elections will
revert to the SV system as soon as they can get that change instituted, but this is likely to be
too late for the 2026 elections. This would put Sussex among the disadvantaged counties that
are in the fast track with our residents electing a mayor under an outdated and problematic
electoral system.

When Sussex decided to join the priority programme there was no suggestion that there would
be any democratic disadvantage from being at the front of the queue, (notwithstanding some of
us were concerned about the haste and doubted that there was anything to gain).

It now appears that there will be distinct disadvantages as the process for Sussex is too hurried
for the government to get the necessary statutory instruments properly in place. We should not
have to implement a new mayoral authority under a poor and unrepresentative system. We
therefore propose that the administration should work with West Sussex County Council and
Brighton and Hove City Council to seek to delay the Mayoral election to the 2027 electoral
cycle.

Advantages of delaying the Mayor election to 2027 are:

- It will coincide with the anticipated unitary elections for West and East Sussex, so the
combined costs will be lower and there will be a higher turnout for both.

- It will be more equitable across the country for all coming mayor elections to have the
same voting system.

- ltis better for democracy as there will be more certainty for residents and political
parties locally, and more time to communicate clarity about what the devolution and
government reorganisation mean for the local areas.

This council therefore requests the Leader:

1. to approach West Sussex County Council and Brighton and Hove City Council to open
negotiations on a change to the schedule for implementing devolution in order to better
reflect the preferences of residents in electing a Mayor; and

2. to work together with West Sussex County Council and Brighton and Hove City Council
with a view to approaching the minister for local government to request to revise the
timetable and/or withdraw from the priority programme and undertake the Devolution
process according to a more appropriate timetable.



